
 

 

  

   

Altar Flowers & Bulletins 

 
It is always nice to see fresh flowers on our altar on a Sunday morning.   

So, please sign up now for your date for altar flowers or bulletins.  

The sign up list is located in the church narthex.   

Altar Flowers are $37.50 a week. 

Bulletins are $12.00 a week 

Questions or dedications, call the office at 717-273-3912 or email ststephcfc@comcast.net 

Our flowers are supplied by ‘Crazy for Daisies’ 

January 2019 Steeple 

 
Don’t forget to join us on Sundays for Christian Education at 9:00 a.m. and our worship service at 10:30 a.m. 

See you in the pew!  

 

IN THIS ISSUE OF THE STEEPLE:  

--A Note from Pastor Ron 

--An article by the Church Council 

President, Paul Weidman 

--Music News & Views from Music 

Director Steve Suk 

--Monthly Worship Team Schedule 

--Church Activity Calendar 

 

FEATURED ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

--Mystery Dinner Theater! 

--Start thinking about caramels!!! 

--Prayer Opportunities 

 

Any articles or information for 

the next monthly Steeple should 

be submitted to the church 

secretaryôs office via email or 

mailbox a week in advance of the 

last day of the month.  
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A Note from Pastor Ron 

The New Year can often bring a mixed bag of emotions and memories for many of us. Some may have 

just experienced the best year ever and look forward to an even greater one ahead. Others may have just 

trudged through one deep struggle after another. The fresh calendar year brings hope for things to be 

better, for the wounds to slowly begin their process of healing. Whether you’ve just walked through the 

greatest year of your life, or are incredibly glad to see this one finally over, one truth still rings clear 

amidst it all. You are not alone. Not ever. Jesus promised: “I will never leave you, nor forsake you.” Our 

God is a “with us" God. On the heels of the celebration of the birth of our King, that reminder has the 

power to carry us into a fresh, new start. He is Immanuel, God with us. And though things and people 

around us may let us down, our God never changes. 

 

Here is a Prayer that will help you keep God first in this New Year:                                                                          
Dear God,  

Thank you that you make all things new. Thank you for all that you've allowed into our lives this past 

year, the good along with the hard things, which have reminded us how much we need You and rely on 

Your presence filling us every single day.  

 

We pray for Your Spirit to lead us each step of this New Year. We ask that You will guide our decisions 

and turn our hearts to deeply desire You above all else.  

 

We ask that You will open doors that need to be opened and close the ones needing to be shut tight. We 

ask that You would help us release our grip on the things to which You’ve said “no,” “not yet,” or 

“wait.” We ask for help to pursue You first, above every dream and desire You’ve put within our hearts.  

 

We ask for Your wisdom, for Your strength and power to be constantly present within us. We pray You 

would make us strong and courageous for the road ahead. Give us ability beyond what we feel able, let 

Your gifts flow freely through us, so that You would be honored by our lives, and others would be 

drawn to You.  

 

We pray that You’d keep us far from the snares and traps of temptations. That You would whisper in 

our ear when we need to run, and whisper in our heart when we need to stand our ground. We pray for 

Your protection over our families and friends. We ask for Your hand to cover us and keep us distanced 

from the evil intent of the enemy; that You would be a barrier to surround us, that we’d be safe in Your 

hands.  

 

We pray that You would give us discernment and insight beyond our years, to understand Your will, 

hear your voice, and know your ways. We ask that You would keep our footsteps firm on solid ground, 

helping us to be consistent and faithful. Give us supernatural endurance to stay the course, not swerving 

to the right or to the left, or being too easily distracted by other things that would seek to call us away 

from a close walk with You.  

 

Forgive us for the times we have worked so hard to be self-sufficient, forgetting our need for You, 

living independent of your spirit. Forgive us for letting fear and worry control our minds, and for 

allowing pride and selfishness wreak havoc over our lives. Forgive us for not following Your ways and 

for living distant from your presence. We confess our need for You……again. We ask that You make 

all things new, in our hearts, in our minds, in our lives, for this coming year. 



 

  

We pray for Your continued blessings over St. Stephen’s Christian Fellowship Church. Keep your 

words of truth planted firm within us each week as we worship. Help us to keep focused on what is 

pure and right and give us the power to be obedient to Your word. And when the enemy reminds us 

where we have been, hissing his lies and attacks our way, we trust that Your voice speaks louder 

and stronger, as You remind us we are safe with You and Your purposes and plans will not fail.  

 

We ask that You will be our defense and rear guard, keeping our way clear, removing the obstacles, 

and covering the pitfalls. Lord, lead us on Your level ground. We ask that You would provide for 

our needs, we ask for Your grace and favor.  

 

We pray for Your blessings to cover us, we pray that You would help us to prosper and make every 

plan that You have birthed in our heart to succeed. We pray that others would take notice of Your 

goodness and could not help but to say, “These are the ones that the Lord has blessed.” 

 

Help us to be known as great givers, help us to be generous and kind, help us to look to the needs of 

others and not be consumed by only our own. 

 

May we be lovers of truth, may the fruits of Your spirit be evident in our lives - Your love, joy, 

peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. 

 

Shine Your light in us, through us, over us. May we make a difference in this world, for Your glory 

and purposes. Set you way before us. May all Your plans succeed. We may reflect Your peace and 

hope to a world that so desperately needs Your presence and healing. 

 

To You be glory and honor, in this New Year, and forever. 

In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 

 

 

 

In this new year, I Wish you all the kind of encouragement that can only come from the One 

Who can make it happen! 

pastorron 

 



  

 

Church Council President’s Comments 

Happy New Year! 

 

 

Well, another year has passed. So, what does that mean for St. Stephen’s? 

 

 

It means another year of exciting and devoted service to our Lord and Savior! 

Since each of you are members of St. Stephen’s, how will that service personally 

take form? For some, it will be serving as an Usher, Greeter, taking a turn in the 

Nursery, teaching our children, being a part of our Music Ministry, being a 

lector, serving in the kitchen, taking an active role in the Caramel Project, 

participating in the Mystery Dinner Theater, helping with Vacation Bible School, 

being an acolyte, on Council, being on a committee, and the list goes on. But for 

all of us, attending church, supporting the programs, studying the Word of God, 

and praying needs to be an essential part of our lives.  

 

As the New Year rings in make a resolution to God! And, may God Bless St. 

Stephen’s! 

 

May you be blessed with a wonderful New Year!! 

 

Paul Weidman 
 



   

Music News and Views ς January 2019 
By Steve Suk 

 
 

 

 

I hope each of you had a wonderful Christmas, and are looking forward to a great new year! 

 

As someone who chooses the hymns and other music for each Sunday, I recently did a 

search to see how many New Year’s hymns had been written.  It turns out that if our Sunday 

service were ever devoted to singing just New Year’s hymns, we’d only have about a 10-

minute service. There is no comparison to the amount and quality of hymns we have for 

Christmas. 

 

That being said, I want to present a short biography of a Christian hymn-writer who did write 

a hymn that honors the New Year – Frances Ridley Havergal: 

 

Frances Ridley Havergal (1836-1879), poet and hymn-writer, the 

youngest child of William Henry Havergal, by his first wife Jane, 

was born December 14, 1836 at her father's rectory at Astley, 

Worcestershire, England.  From early years she showed exceptional 

intellectual power, but owing to her delicate health, school attendance 

was discouraged. In 1852 she accompanied her father and his second 

wife to Germany; studied for more than a year in the Louisenschule 

at Düsseldorf and in the family of a German pastor at Obercassel; and 

returned to England in December 1853. At the age of 3, Miss 

Havergal could read; at the age of 4, she began reading and 

memorizing the Bible; at 7 she began writing verse. 

 

When she was eleven, her mother died after a long period of suffering. 

 

Miss Havergal was converted and committed her life to Christ in 1851, at the age of 14. She 

said, "I committed my soul to the Saviour ... earth and heaven seemed brighter from that 

moment; I did trust the Lord Jesus." 

 

Educated at home and in private schools in Worcester, England, and in Dusseldorf, Germany 

(1852-53), her scholastic achievements included proficiency in several modern languages, in 

addition to Latin, Greek, and Hebrew. 

 

Miss Havergal had a thorough training in linguistics and music in addition to being a pianist 

and singer. 

 

She was also a devoted Bible student, memorizing the New Testament as well as the Psalms, 

Isaiah, and the Minor Prophets. 



  

Although highly educated and cultured, she maintained a simple faith and confidence 

in her Lord. She lived a disciplined prayer life and it is said that she never wrote a line 

without first praying over it: “I believe my King suggests a thought, and whispers me a 

musical line or two, and then I look up and thank Him delightedly and go on with it. 

That is how my hymns come." 

 

"Writing is praying with me. You know a child would look up at every sentence and 

say, 'And what shall I say next?' That is just what I do; I ask Him that at every line He 

would give me not merely thoughts and power, but also every word, even the 

very rhymes." 

 

Quite early in life, her poems were published in "Good Words" and other religious 

periodicals. Her poems are permeated with the fragrance of her passionate love for 

Jesus. 

 

In 1870, her father died suddenly. 

 

In April 1870, she wrote: 

"Take my voice, and let me sing, 

Always, only, for my King." 

and she sang nothing but sacred music of the love of God and His way of salvation. 

Her life's mission was to sing and work for Jesus. She had both a great taste for music 

and a good knowledge of harmony, a natural and inherited turn for melody, a ringing 

touch on the piano, a beautiful and well-trained voice. These gifts she now entirely 

devoted to Christ; whether at home or in mixed society she always "sang for Jesus." 

 

Some hymns for which she wrote the words include: 

"Another Year Is Dawning" (written 1874) 

"I Gave My Life for Thee" (written when she was 22 years old in 1858 just prior to an 

extended illness during which she did little or no writing for nine years) 

"Lord, Speak to Me" (written 1872) 

"Like a River Glorious" (written 1876?) 

"Who Is on the Lord's Side?" (written 1877) 

"True-Hearted, Whole-Hearted, Faithful and Loyal" (written 1878) 

"Golden Harps Are Sounding" (written 1871) 

"I Am Trusting Thee, Lord Jesus" (written 1874; said to be her favorite of all her 

hymns, a copy of the text was found in her personal Bible after her death). 

"Take My Life and Let It Be" (written in 1874) 

 



 

 

 

  

January 2019 

Our Worship Team List 

Lectors:  

 

Ushers: Greeters:  
 

January 6 

Brian Weidman 

January 13 

Kim Weidman 

January 20 

Tyler Frantz 

January 27 

Erin Frantz 

 

January 6 

Paul Weidman & Joy Weidman 

January 13 

Brian Weidman & Kim Weidman 

January 20 

Tyler Frantz & Erin Frantz 

January 27 

Francis Feaser & Linda Focht 

 

January 6 

Tyler Frantz & Erin Frantz 

January 13 

Cindy Klingler & Francis Feaser 

January 20 

Richard Rights & Kaitlyn Day 

January 27 

Bruce Barry & June Barry  

 

Counting Teams:  

Jan. 6               Team #4          Janet Light  

Jan. 13             Team #5  Cindy Klingler 

Jan. 20             Team #6 Johan Berger  

Jan. 27             Team #1 June Barry 

 

 

 

  

                                       

     

 

 

Communion Usher Schedule: 
DATE:   USHER 1:  USHER 2: 

 

January 5  Erin Frantz   Tyler Frantz  

February 3  Bruce Barry  June Barry 

March 3  Richard Rights     Helen Crawford 

April 7   Larry Barr   Jill Barr  

April 21   Paul Weidman Joy Weidman 

May 5   Kim Weidman       Brian Weidman 

June 9   Ken Shank  Pat Shank 

August 4  Janet Light  Dan Light 

September 1  Melody Gipe      Stephanie Bossler 

October 6  Erin Frantz   Tyler Frantz  

November 3  Bruce Barry  June Barry 

December 1  Johan Berger  Devin Gill  

January 5  Richard Rights     Helen Crawford 
  

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1/03 Dan Light 

1/05 Joy Weidman 

1/11 Helen Crawford 

1/14 Joe Golembiewski 

1/20 Owen Bossler 

1/21 Chad Schies 

1/30 Charles Artz & 

Steve Gipe 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1/01 Paul & Bonnie 

Dechert 

1/27 Ken & Chris 

Loehr 

 

 

 

 
 

 

CENTRAL PA FOOD BANK  

Please consider supporting the food bankôs efforts by providing 

the most needed items: 

 Peanut Butter (to go size) 

 Shelf Stable 100% Fruit Juice 

 Canned Chicken and Tuna 

 Single serve Macaroni and Cheese 

 Shelf Stable Milk 8oz 

 Almonds 

 Individual Fruit Cups 4oz (peaches, pears, mixed fruit) 
 

COFFEE HOUR  

(Every second Sunday of the month) 

We are still in need of some volunteers to help 

with coffee hour! There are two ways you can 

sign-up: Sign-up Sheet in the church Narthex or 

contact Erin Frantz at 717-376-9460 or 

ecmf001@gmail.com. 
 

 

  

 

 

  

  

 

 

  

ANNUAL CAR AMEL PROJECT  

Look out for order information later in 

January!  

The making of caramels  

will take place from:  

Saturday, February 16th ð Tuesday, 

February 19th  

  

**We are looking for addition volunteers to 

help with every aspect of making caramels, 

so please consider coming out and 

helping!**  
  

 

 
  

 
  

 

 PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES  

The church is asking for volunteers to become members of the prayer chain. A 

sign-up sheet is in the Narthex or you can sign-up by contacting the church 

secretaryôs office at 717-273-3912.  

ñIf My People Prayò prayer meetings are held  

on Wednesdays at 6:30 pm here at the church. 

 



  

5ƻƴΩǘ CƻǊƎŜǘΗ 

Our Facebook: 

Haven’t liked us on 

Facebook yet? 

It’s not too late, 

check us out at… 

St. Stephen’s 

Christian Fellowship 

Church 

Our Website: 

Check us out online for 

updates on news around 

the church and church 

information. 

Check us out at: 

http://saintstephenscfc.org 

 

Also, if you have any 

information for the website 

or monthly Steeple see that 

our secretary receives it as 

early as possible! 

 SUSPECT HOLLYWOOD 

Mystery Dinner Theater 
February 2nd, 2019 

*Makeup date for inclement  

weather February 9th* 

5:30 p.m.  

  

St. Stephen’s Christian Fellowship Church 

1100 Hunters Chase Lane Lebanon, PA  

(North on Sandhill Road, approx. 1 ½ miles) 

 

Meal: Lasagna, salad, bread, drinks, & dessert 

 

Tickets: $12/adults; $15 at the door 

$6/children ages 5-12;  

children 4 & under free 

To order tickets, contact Sarah Gill at the 

church office (717-273-3912 or 

ststephcfc@comcast.net) 

**Limited seating available, so order soon!**  

 

Enjoy this exciting mystery dinner where 

youôll be part of an open casting callalong 

with some ñfamousò (and not so famous) 

actors and actresses who are auditioning for a 

new movie entitled óPeril of the Prodigal Son.ô 

The director has made unrealistic promises to 

potential cast members and financiers. Will he 

stay true to his obligations? Or will his 

betrayal lead to his demise? If so, are you the 

ñExpert Sleuthò who can solve the crime?  
 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Stephens-Christian-Fellowship-Church/162124120508005?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Stephens-Christian-Fellowship-Church/162124120508005?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Stephens-Christian-Fellowship-Church/162124120508005?fref=ts
mailto:ststephcfc@comcast.net
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwir1IKtg-3dAhUiZN8KHVmdA9wQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://melbournechapter.net/explore/musical-theater-clipart/&psig=AOvVaw31hMSy-QA4CVvG1vypzlAF&ust=1538750701752232


 

  

    
  

 

 January 2019 
  

  Sun. Mon. Tue. Wed. Thu. Fri. Sat. 

  1 2 3 4 5 

   

 

Prayer 

Meeting  

6:30 pm 

Choir Practice 

7:00 pm 

 

 

 

   

6 7 8 

 

9 10 11 12 

Christian Ed. 

9:00 am 

Worship  

10:30 am 

 Camera Club 

(SH) 

6:00 pm 

  

Prayer 

Meeting  

6:30 pm 

Choir Practice 

7:00 pm 

 

   

13 14 15 

 

16 17 18 19 
Christian Ed.  

9:00 am 

Worship  

10:30 am 

Praise Service 

6:30 pm 

 

 

 

 

Church 

Council 

7:00 pm   

 

Prayer 

Meeting  

6:30 pm 

Choir Practice 

7:00 pm 

 

 

 

 
  

20 21 22 23 

 

24 25 26 

Christian Ed. 

9:00 am 

Worship  

10:30 am 

 

 

 Prayer 

Meeting  

6:30 pm 

Choir Practice 

7:00 pm 

 

   

27 28 29 30 31   

Christian Ed. 

9:00 am 

Worship  

10:30 am  

 

  Prayer 

Meeting  

6:30 pm 

Choir Practice 

7:00 pm 

   

   
 

SH-Social Hall 

CR- 

Conference 

Room 

   

       



 

 

 

 

  

  

ST. STEPHEN’S CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP CHURCH 

1100 Hunters Chase Lane 

Lebanon PA 17046 

717-273-3912 

Email: ststephcfc@comcast.net 

Website: 

www.saintstephenscfc.org 

January 2019 
 

 
A special thank-you 

goes out to the choir for 

their beautiful rendition 

of the Christmas 

Cantata óChristmas 

Presence.ô  
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